The Maronites, Lebanon and the state of Israel
Stronger relations between Israel and the Lebanese Maronite community inevitably led to civil war in Lebanon in 1975. Closer ties between the Jews and the Maronites had their origins in the 1930s, continued in the 1940s and reached their peak shortly after the state of Israel was established. Such relations were founded on the common belief that Jews and Maronites must forge a strong alliance to ward off hostile Muslim-Arab contact. 

One of the results of the outbreak of civil war in Lebanon in 1975 was the formation of closer ties between Israel and the Lebanese Maronite community, which eventually led to increased Israeli involvement in that country.  Many Maronites have left Lebanon to find a new life in Israel.  It has not been easy for them, distrust and hard times have taken its toll on these families. The South Lebanese Christian community resides in Kiriat Shmona for the last 8 years, ever since they left Lebanon in 2000 when Israel withdrew her military forces from the buffer zone. We have today 118 families living in Kiriat Shmona approximately 520 people - adults and children. 

We are trying to raise some contributions to make their life a little brighter, these families who are here bravely because they decided to make their destiny together with Israel; they stood tall and fought as brave Christian soldiers against the evil of the fanatic Hezbollah terrorists who took over their land and homes. Many of the SLA families are in very deep financial problems, and if you can find it in your hearts to reach out this holiday season and contribute it will be a true blessing for the spirit of Christmas.

Many promises and commitments were made to them by the central government, but none became real, and they have become a community without assistance or a special government office that takes care of their needs.

The last war took its toll on them, and through the war there was no one official body that made sure that they were taken out of the city or their children taken care of. The children after the war were left confused, seeing their country Lebanon taken over by terrorist and fighting in a cruel and unjust way with Israel. 


Our Vice President of Operations, Susan Peretz, has been taken care of them through the municipality for the past 8 years and very little has been done since the municipality is not in a stable situation.
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Please open your hearts and help us to help them.

Live Generously * Donate Today*
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